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As we head toward Mother’s Day, what a wonderful time to celebrate mothers, grandmothers, 
and all of the ladies that have influenced our lives. Before I tell you about some ladies who have 
influenced my life, I feel like I need to speak on something that I believe someone needs to read. I 
know that for many, Mother’s Day is a wonderful celebration; yet for others, it is less than a 
wonderful celebration. For those who find it to be less than a wonderful celebration, I realize there 
are many different reasons why. I will not get into the various reasons, yet my point is to simply say, 
I empathize and sympathize with you. I realize the heartbreak and the heartache. I realize the 
‘woulda, shoulda, coulda’s’. I realize the ‘what ifs’. I realize the pain. I realize you may search for 
reasons to be out of place on Mother’s Day. Yet, through all of this, I want to encourage you to 
realize that there is still much to celebrate. 

Speaking of a few ladies who have been a huge influence in my life: 
First, my mother, Debbie. A mother that loved and cared for me. A mother who strived to give 

me a happy childhood and helped me to make wise decisions. A mother who has been with me 
through the good, the bad, and the ugly. Now she is a little older and a has a few more wrinkles. No 
doubt I am the reason for a good number of those wrinkles. There is not enough paper to talk about 
the significant positive influence my mother has had in my life. Yet through all of this, she was not 
and is not perfect. Let’s be honest, none of us are perfect. I rank #1 in that category. We all have our 
deficits and flaws. We all have those decisions we wish we could take back. We are all human. I am 
hugely and positively influenced by my mother. (Continued)
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From Keith, continued 
	 My friend, let me dispel a myth. A myth 
that may be limiting and holding you back. We 
don’t have to be ‘perfect' to be a positive 
influence to those around us. We put 
incredible and unbearable pressure and 
expectation on ourselves to be perfect. We 
think, ‘because I am not perfect, that means I 
am flawed beyond usefulness’. This is not true 
and is simply silly talk. Let me say this as 
nicely and with as much love as I can: “Stop 
it”!  Stop this silly talk. Stop the unattainable 
expectations. Stop deflating yourself. Stop it! 

Sometimes, it is our imperfections that 
make us special. It is through our 
imperfections that makes us perfectly able to 
pour into another’s life. For the ladies reading 
this, whether you are a mother, a grandmother, 
an aunt, or a lady of influence, be imperfectly 
perfect as you positively influence the lives 
around you.  

Second, let me speak of my wife, Paige, 
the mother of our two wonderful sons. As I 
write this newsletter article, it is our 
Anniversary weekend as we care for a child 
who is recovering from having his tonsils 
removed. You may be saying that I am 
speaking of her to score points, to this I would 
say I can use all the points I can get because I 
am constantly in the ‘red’. Yet, her care for our 
two sons and me is incredible, so incredible 
that words fail to describe it. I am fairly certain 
that we, a house full of boys, drive her to the 
brink of a padded room, but her love, care, and 
patience are felt and known. I am certain that 
she both underplays and dismisses the huge 
positive influence she has on our family.    

I want to remind you that you are 
valuable and worthy. Sometimes you may 
downplay or dismiss your contributions and 
accomplishments. This could be because you 
don't see your worth or value. But remember, 
you are valuable and worthy because you are 
valuable and worthy to the Lord. After all, you 
are a child of the King. If you are a lady 
reading this, I want to emphasize that you 
have the potential to be a positive influence on 
the people around you, including your family. 
By simply being yourself, you can make a 
difference in the lives of those you care for. Be 
that positive influence

for your family by showing love, care, and 
taking the time to listen to those around you 
with patience.

I could also speak of my grandmothers 
and how they poured into my life or my 
mother-in-laws, but let me speak of one other 
person, Mildred Hales. Mildred isn't an aunt or 
even a cousin, she isn't related to me at all. 
Mildred was a neighbor and more directly one 
of my Sunday School teachers as a young 
child. You see, growing up my family was what 
I now call a ‘hit and miss’ family, in that we 
would attend church for a little while and then 
disappear for a while, and repeat.
To be honest, we were more missed than hit. 
Mildred recognized this and approached my 
parents to ask if they wanted her to pick me up 
for Sunday School on her way to church. That 
is what she did. She would pick me up in the 
morning and my parents would pick me up 
later that morning. Not only that but she was 
also my Sunday School teacher for a few 
years and she spent time pouring into my 
class. I remember that class distinctively. I 
remember the effect that she had on my 
classmates and I. I remember how she has 
kept up with me through the years.  

Mildred is a lady of influence in my life. 
The positive influence she had in my life not 
only affected me but also the lives that I have 
affected. Further, I am confident that she 
doesn’t realize the impact that she has had on 
my life.   

The point I am trying to make is that so 
often we don’t realize the effect we have on 
those around us. I am convinced she has 
never realized the huge impact that these 
small actions made. We think that if it isn’t big 
and life-altering, then it is too small to think 
about. What I propose to you is the things you 
do that you see as small and insignificant, are 
hugely significant in someone’s life. What we 
see as ‘nothing’ is everything to the person 
being affected.  

For the ladies reading this I want you to 
know that what you do matters. Maybe you are 
a Sunday School teacher like Mildred; maybe 
you volunteer in the nursery or children’s 
church; or maybe you are a caring neighbor. 
What you do matters. What you do has the 
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capacity to be hugely impactful in someone’s 
life.

Ladies, how are you making a positive 
influence in the lives of your children, 
grandchildren, nieces and nephews, and other 
children your life intersects with? 

While you (and all of us) think about this 
question, let me give you a few additional 
thoughts:

1. Be intentional. It is a very rare thing that 
something truly great happens by 
accident. Great things happen because 
someone was intentional. Be a person 
of influence by being intentional. 

2. Be involved. Making an impact means 
you are actively present. Making an 
impact means you make that intentional 
decision to pour yourself into others and 
be involved in places where it is 
conducive to pour yourself into others.  

3. Watch your self-talk. Self-talk is that 
constant inner conversation that all of 
us have. It is the things that we tell 
ourselves. This self-talk can be both a 
good and a bad thing, yet what makes 
the difference is the content of that 
conversation. When we tell ourselves 
that we are bad, awful, unworthy, and 
lack value, we not only negatively affect 
the way we see our personal lives but 
we also hamper our ability to make a 
positive impact on the lives around us. 
Let me ask you this question: If I said to 
you the things that you tell yourself, 
would we be friends?

4. Stay connected and open.Relation-
ships and opportunities ebb and flow, 
yet when we remain connected and 
open, we position ourselves to make a 
continued positive impact on another’s 
life. When I think about this, I think of 
the parable of the Prodigal Son or as I 
prefer and think is more correct ‘The 
Searching Father’. What would have 
happened if this father didn’t seek to 
stay open and connected? Would the 
parable have finished with the great 
celebration “‘for this son of mine was 
dead and has come to life again; he 
was lost and has been found” (Lk 15:24). 

Maybe your hand has been slapped 
away; keep it extended. Stay 
connected and open. 

5. Be like honey. We have all heard the 
often-quoted proverb, “You catch more 
flies with honey than you do with 
vinegar.” You will have a larger impact 
on those around you through your love 
and care than you will through criticism. 
People are attracted to those who are 
positive and helpful, while a negative 
person repels them. Let me put it this 
way: you can’t be a positive influence by 
being negative.  

6. Your impact is greater than you believe. 
So often we belittle our influence and at 
other times we truly do not appreciate 
the influence we have on others. Either 
way, your influence is far greater than 
you believe it is. Stay the course.  

My dear friends, leave a positive 
influence on those around you and more 
importantly leave a godly influence on those 
around you. The lives around you matter. It is 
worth the effort, the time, and the energy. 

“Even if I am to be poured out as a drink 
offering upon the sacrificial offering of your 

faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all.”
-Philippians 2:17 (ESV) 



The CHURCH NEWS Page 
As Submitted by the Churches 

Emmaus (Jim Willoughby) Goal of $1500 for 
AAEO was reached. Keith Hudson will preach the 
message for morning worship on May 5, while 
Pastor Jim preaches the Homecoming message at 
Neuse Baptist in Kinston on the same day. 
Monthly Senior Luncheon will be at Noon on May 
9; all are welcome. Mothers will be recognized and 
honored on Mother’s Day, May 12. Each one 
present will be presented a gift of love and 
appreciation.


Gateway (Thayer Stamper) Church family enjoyed 
a fellowship meal on Sunday, April 21 at 5PM. A 
Guys’ Overnight Camping event for ages 5+ at 
Cliffs of the Neuse is planned for May 3.


Kinston First (Jon Hoover) A Sportsman’s Dinner 
with Pro Fisherman, Clay Dyer, was enjoyed on 
Saturday, April 20th. Attendees enjoyed a meal of 
BBQ, fried chicken, trout, shrimp, sides and 
dessert.  

Love Memorial (Richard Toler) Church 
participated in a Camp Meeting April 21-24 at 
Falling Creek Community Church in Grantham. 
Pastor Richard preached on Tuesday evening. 
Thirteen Sonshiners enjoyed Jubilee in Myrtle 
Beach, April 22-24. TSM (youth) will hold their 
annual Yard Sale on Saturday, May 4 beginning at 
7AM in the church Fellowship Hall. Monies raised 
will be used for their Memphis/Nashville Mission 
Trip in June. Their annual Golf Tournament will be 
May 17th at Lane Tree Country Club. Cost is $70/
person and proceeds will go towards mission trip. 
Contact Jennifer Toler if interested for more 
information (919-922-6044). Mothers will be 
honored at a family breakfast on Sunday, May 12. 
Awana will have its end of the year celebration and 
awards ceremony on May 19.


Northview (Rick Whaley) Plans have been made 
for a Yard Sale on Saturday, May 18 from 7AM 
until Noon. A new Women’s Bible Study, to start in 
June, is being planned.


Pinkney (Steven Gay) Ladies of the church 
sponsored a Ladies Banquet on Saturday, April 
27. Ladies enjoyed a meal together and special 
message from Cailyn Davis. Youth will have a Yard 
Sale on May 4 from 7AM - 1PM at the Nahunta 
Grill on Hwy 581.


Rivermont (John Morton) Homecoming Sunday 
will be observed May 5th, with a fellowship 
luncheon following morning worship. Red, White & 
Blue Sunday will be observed May 26.


Rosewood (Tim Lipp) Church hosted worship 
artist Rhett Walker for a special concert on 
Sunday, April 21. Citizens in the Rosewood area 
are in need of volunteers for Meals on Wheels; 
please call the church office for more information.


Snow Hill First (Brick Crowder) Men enjoyed a 
“Man Up Breakfast” at the church on Thursday, 
April 25th at 6:30 AM with guest speaker, NBA 
AMS Keith Hudson. The time of devotion, prayer, 
and fellowship was enjoyed by all who attended.


The Way (Carlos Peralta) Gaylon Pope & 
Sweetwater will be performing at the church on 
Saturday, May 11 at 6PM. The church is located at 
1205 Lynn Drive, Kinston. Seating is limited; a love 
offering will be taken.


Help Us Build This VBS List!  
We’re happy to add your church’s VBS dates — 
ever wondered when other churches have their 

VBS planned or if they’d be willing to share 
materials? 


• Rivermont — June 9-12

• Trinity — June 9-13

• Snow Hill First — June 12-14

• Gateway — June 21-23

• Emmaus — June 23-27

• Mount Nelson — June 23-27

• Jordan’s Chapel — June 27

• Deep Run First (Kids VBS) —  

Jul 29-Aug 2

• Madison Avenue — August 5-8

• Kinston First — August 8-11

• Deep Run First (Adult VBS) —  

Aug 12-14 



Church Vision Intensive 
May 17-18

NBA Office / RTC


This is a specific and special time to pray and 
think through where your church is going over the 
next 5-8 years. Beginning Friday evening and 
running through Saturday, we will seek the Holy 
Spirit’s wisdom and discernment as we work 
through the crafting of your church’s Vision, 
Mission, Strategy, Values and Measures that will 
purposefully move you to accomplish what only 
God can accomplish through you over the coming 
years. Our time together will include teaching and 
equipping with tools which will be given to assist 
in working through these pieces. Teams will be 
given time to break away and work through the 
process on behalf of their church, and then come 
back together for a time of review. When you leave 
on Saturday, you will have a significant outline for 
your church that will simply need to be polished 
and enacted. Even better, the vision you leave with 
will be unique to your church, because your 
church is unique with its own personality, 
giftedness, and DNA.


Dinner on Friday & lunch on Saturday will be 
included.


What we ask of you:

1. Registration —


i. Must include both the Pastor and 
individual team members’ names.


ii. Registration deadline is May 3.

2. If you have a presentation-sized white board 

that can be utilized during the team break-out 
sessions, please let us know.


3. Your commitment to pray and seek the Lord’s 
guidance before, during, and following this 
intensive.


4. Your commitment to be here physically, 
mentally and spiritually.


This training time is made possible without a 
registration fee due to your generosity as we are 
On Mission together.


To register, email wendy@nbachurches.com or 
call the NBA Office: 252-566-9478.

Registration deadline is May 3. 

We are looking forward to the next gathering of the 
Neuse Association of Baptist Seniors (NABS). We 
appreciate Trinity Baptist Church for agreeing to 
host our meeting which will be held on Thursday, 
May 16, beginning at 12:00. The church will also 
be preparing lunch for us for which everyone is 
requested to make a donation of $5. The church is 
located at 1086 NC 111, Goldsboro, 27534. This is 
about 2.5 miles south of the Walmart in Elroy. 
Please let us know as soon as possible but no 
later than May 12 that you plan to attend. Senior 
Adult Leaders, please call or text Edwin Jewell at 
919-344-9914.


Our guest speaker will be Beverly Weeks. As CEO 
of Wayne Pregnancy Center and Cry Freedom 
Missions, she leads a powerful team that Reaches, 
Rescues, and Restores survivors of sex trafficking. 
Through the jail and hotel outreaches, CFM is able 
to help survivors find safety at the Cry Freedom 
Missions Home and therapeutic healing from the 
past. 

We look forward to seeing you at Trinity on May 
16.

Edwin Jewell, NABS Coordinator
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The 15 Invaluable 
Laws of Growth: 
Live Them and 
Reach Your Full 

Potential
Growth is essential in 
life to get better and 
better, but it doesn’t just 
happen. It requires 

intentionality and a desire to expand beyond 
your current capacity. 
John C. Maxwell’s book, The 15 Invaluable 
Laws of Growth, clarifies how you can do just 
that. 
You will learn to: 

• Focus on growth with purpose
• Identify the best environment to support 

your growth
• Stretch your abilities
• Pursue your lifelong dreams

PASTORS, have we piqued your curiosity?! If 
so, make plans to join us for the monthly 
Pastors Meeting, now moved to Thursdays, 
as we explore this training together. If you can’t 
attend in person and would like to attend via 
Zoom, contact the NBA Office.



Baptist Children's Homes hosts its 
Saturday “Friends of Children” 
workdays (FOC) at its statewide 
locations in the spring and fall. 
Your church group will be able 

to directly impact BCH’s boys 
and girls while seeing the ministry 

firsthand. It’s the perfect way to make a 
difference within our North Carolina mission field. A 
free lunch is served, and tours are available.

Kennedy Home Friends of Children Day
Saturday, May 11 — 9:30 AM until Noon

All types of projects are available. It will be a great 
day of fellowship, work and food! We also ask 
individuals to prayer walk the campuses and pray 
for our children and staff throughout the day. This is 
an excellent opportunity to introduce others to the 
exciting work going on at Baptist Children’s Homes.

Click here to register, or visit:
https://www.bchfamily.org/friends-of-children

Baptist Children’s Homes —Kennedy Home 
is hiring a full-time Building Maintenance I 
position. 

• The position of Building Maintenance worker 

reports directly to the Residential and Campus 
Manager and is responsible for assisting with 
routine repairs which are needed to buildings on 
campus.


• Kennedy Home sits on fifty-acre residential 
campus, farmland, woodlands, wetlands, and 
creeks. The Neuse River runs through the 
property. Kennedy Home is a ministry of Baptist 
Children’s Homes of NC.


Location: Kinston , NC
Hours: 8:30am-5pm

Starting Pay: $18/ + benefits

Questions can be directed to 
sallred@bchfamily.org.
Applications can be submitted at bchcareers.org .

NC Ministry Opportunity 

Visit servenc.com to sign your church up to 
participate and access resources.

http://servenc.com
http://www.bchfamily.org
https://www.bchfamily.org/friends-of-children
mailto:sallred@bchfamily.org
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2024 NBA Executive Board  
Meeting Dates 

Monday, June 10

Monday, September 9


Meetings are held at 6:00 PM at the NBA 
Office. 

All NBA Officers, Pastors & church ministry 
staff, as well as church representatives to the 
Association comprise the voting board. 

All other individual(s) interested in the 
missions & ministries of Neuse Baptist 
Association are invited to attend.


NBA Annual Meeting Date: 
Sunday, October 27


Time & Location to be Determined 

THANK YOU  
to the churches who’ve given so generously 

toward this project!

Final donations of all items can be dropped off 
at the NBA Office during our daily office hours 

by Friday, May 24.

Several ladies from Goldsboro First  
will assist Wendy in packing bags  
and sorting shirts, beginning on  
Tuesday, May 28 at 9:00 AM.  

We will continue throughout the week,  
 until the task is complete.  

Anyone else interested in helping  
is invited to drop by the NBA Office  

during these days.  
Many hands make light work! 

 
The Farm Camp ministry will begin Monday 
evening, June 3, under the direction of the 

Pedro & Gloria Trejo family.

“…As you did it to one of the least of these my 
brothers, you did it to me.” 

Annual NBA Project:  
Men’s Personal Care Bags  

for Migrant Workers



Designated Funds Balance YTD
Van Use Donations 50.08
Miscellaneous Donations 290.90
Payments for Trainings 0.00
NCMO % Rebate 2482.82
Handy Man Donations 0.00
Hunger Fund 300.00
Block Party Trailer Ministry 0.00

Total Des. Funds ‘24 3123.80

Rollover Funds
NCMO Rebate 6425.81
Hunger Fund 1.05
Misc. Donations Rollover 1234.01
BPT Rollover 482.63
Handy Man Donation Fund 7065.70
Vans Use Rollover 0.00

Total Rollover Funds 15209.2
Designated Funds Total 18333.00

Contributions from Churches, March 2024
Churches March 2024 FY 2024

Abide
Adamsville 200.00 450.00

Anointed Vision
Bethel 890.27
Cabin 578.00 578.00

Calvary, Golds
Casa del Dios 150.00 442.00

Community 51.38
Davis Grove 1166.92 1166.92

Deep Run First
Emmaus 353.08 1863.19

Falling Creek 941.32
Fremont
Gateway 1200.00 3600.00

Goldsboro First 1000.00
Grainger 500.00 500.00

Horeb
Immanuel 92.50 270.00

Jordan's Chapel
Kinston First 1927.59 1927.59

La Grange First
Love Memorial 414.35 1337.95

Madison Avenue 251.50 1704.50
Mount Nelson 2797.73 21031.17

Neuse 1314.17 4012.81
New Beginning

New Hope 1000.00
New Life 103.63 234.63

Northview
Nueva Amanecer

Pikeville First
Pineview
Pinkney 281.36 899.19

Rivermont 528.35 1659.15
Rosewood First 258.91 1162.95

Sandy Bottom
Seven Springs 300.00 900.00
Snow Hill First 2816.60

Spilman Memorial 200.00
The Way 250.00 500.00

Trinity 500.00 500.00
Union 400.00 400.00

Total CHURCHES 13568.09 52039.62

May Birthdays 
Edwin Jewell, NABS Coordinator — 15 
Michelle Street, Pastor Spouse — 17 
Clayton Sutton, Retired Pastor — 23 

Robert Ellis, Falling Creek — 27 
Dr. Randy Outland, Supply Pastor — 27 

Jason Hutcheson, Union — 28 
Pam Ellis, Pastor Spouse — 29 

Ray Smeltzer, Jordans Chapel — 31


May Ministry Anniversaries 
Steven Gay, Pinkney — 2 years 

Michael Wright, Deep Run First — 2 years
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Coming Up on the Calendar
May 
03-04 — Church Visioning Intensive @ NBA 
 Office 
09— Pastors Lunch & Learn, Noon@ NBA  
 Office (Subject: Upcoming SBC   
 Convention) 
11 — Friends of Children Day @ Kennedy  
 Home, 9AM until Noon 
12 — Happy Mother’s Day! 
13 — NBA Leadership Team Meeting, Noon @ 
 NBA Office 
15 — Items due for Summer newsletter 
16 — NABS Luncheon, Noon @ Trinity Baptist 
24 — Personal Care Items for Farm Workers  
 Due 
27 — Memorial Day; NBA Office CLOSED 
28-30 — Assemble Personal Care Kits @ NBA 
 Office

June 
03 — Projected Start Date for Spanish   
 Worship @ Tull Hill Farm, Kinston 
09-12 — SBC Annual Meeting, Indianapolis,  
 Indiana 
10 — NBA Executive Board Meeting, 6PM; 
 NBA Office 
13 — Pastors Lunch & Learn, Noon @ NBA  
 Office 
16 — Happy Father’s Day! 

July 
04 — Independence Day, NBA Office   
 CLOSED 
15 — NBA Leadership Team Meeting, Noon @ 
 NBA Office 
15 — Items due for August newsletter 


