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March, 2024

I want to take a few moments to briefly mention three things. 
First, I want to tell you about Calvary Baptist Church in Kinston. This has been a church that has been 

part of the association for years. Sadly, Calvary decided it was time to close back in November. While 
Calvary Kinston has closed its doors, the story of Calvary continues as they made the courageous decision to 
be a legacy church, in that they are leaving the building and some financial resources for a future church and 
ministry in that community. I know this was an incredibly hard choice for this dear congregation, yet I want to 
thank them for making this courageous decision to become a Legacy Church.  

With this in mind, will you join me in praying that the Lord would raise up a church planter for that 
community? I firmly believe the Lord has a plan for that community. Further, I firmly believe that community 
needs a continued gospel witness. Additionally, I want to encourage your church to either consider being a 
sending church that prays for and supports new church plants or consider giving to the designated fund for 
Church Planting at the Association. 

Second, I want to encourage you and your church to love on your community during the ServeNC 
emphasis August 3-10. ServeNC is a ministry blitz day your church chooses during those dates or sometime 
around those dates. You can register your church to participate in this day and share some of your ideas for 
ministry outreach at  https://ncbaptist.org/servenc/. 
Here are some project ideas to consider:
• Community Health Fair
• Hygiene Kits for Shelters
• Meals on Wheels
• Food Pantry Outreach

A Word From Keith
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The 15 Invaluable Laws of 
Growth: Live Them and 

Reach Your Full Potential
Growth is essential in life to 
get better and better, but it 
doesn’t just happen. It 
requires intentionality and a 
desire to expand beyond 
your current capacity. 

John C. Maxwell’s book, The 15 Invaluable Laws 
of Growth, clarifies how you can do just that. 
You will learn to: 

• Focus on growth with purpose
• Identify the best environment to support your 

growth
• Stretch your abilities
• Pursue your lifelong dreams

PASTORS, have we piqued your curiosity?! If so, 
make plans to join us for the monthly Pastors 
Meeting, now moved to Thursdays, as we 
explore this training together. If you can’t attend in 
person and would like to attend via Zoom, contact 
the NBA Office.

From Keith, Continued
• Community Garden Ministry
• Back Pack Buddies / FLOK
• Teacher Appreciation at a Local School
• Park Cleanup
• Roadside Cleanup
• Project at a Local School
• Wayne Pregnancy Center / Cry Freedom 
• EPIC in Kinston
• 4 Day Movement (Wayne County) 
• Tommy’s Foundation (Wayne County) 
• Laundry Love 
• Kennedy Home / Baptist Children's Home
• Baptist Aging Ministry 
• Ramp Building 

I love seeing a church love on and serve its 
community to make it noticeably better because of 
the gospel, and I’d love to work alongside you. Let 
me know how I can help your church accomplish 
its ministry outreach.

Third, we are having a Breakfast for 
Potential Bi-vocational Pastors on Saturday, March 
16 from 9-11AM at the NBA Office. This breakfast 
is for individuals who are feeling called toward Bi-
Vocational Ministry. If this is you, I want to 
personally invite you to join us for this time 
together. We will have a panel discussion from 
some of our active Bi-Vocational Pastors as well as 
a time of Q&A. Our desire as an Association is to 
help you and invest in you as you feel called by the 
Lord. Part of this helping and investing is to come 
alongside of you with training, mentoring, and 
practical experience and opportunities. 

If you are interested in joining us, please let 
us know so we can best serve you during this 
breakfast.  
Love to all,
Keith



The CHURCH NEWS Page 
As Submitted by the Churches 

Deep Run First (Michael Wright) Sixty-two 
families were served through the church’s Food 
Bank in January. Church celebrated Valentine’s 
Day with an outing to Mike’s Farm. WMU had their 
first meeting of the year and elected new officers. 
Two new deacons were ordained in January.


Emmaus (Jim Willoughby) Everyone is invited to 
attend the monthly Senior Luncheon at Noon on 
March 14 at the church. Emmaus will host the 
community-wide Maundy Thursday Service on 
March 28 at 7PM. Refreshments and fellowship 
will follow the service; the public is invited. 
Emmaus boys are looking forward to a campout at 
the church on the evening of March 29. Sunrise 
Service will be held on Easter Sunday, March 31, 
followed by a light breakfast. The adult choir will 
present their Easter cantata, Redeemed, during 
the 10:45 worship service. Gaylon Pope and 
Sweetwater will present a concert at the church on 
April 7 at 6PM. No admission charge; a love 
offering will be taken.


Love Memorial (Richard Toler) Ten men from Love 
will be attending the East Coast Men’s Bible 
Conference in Rocky Mount on March 8-9. A 
men’s breakfast will be held March 17. Sunshine’s 
will be attending the Easter Jubilee at Rudy 
Theatre, March 23.


Northview (Rick Whaley) A baby shower was held 
on 1-28-24 for a new member. Lunch was served 
and gifts were presented to the Mother.

"Souper Bowl" Sunday was observed on 
February 11 with a soup and sandwich lunch 
and a great time of fellowship. Plans are being 
made for Easter


Pinkney (Steven Gay) Valentine’s Dinner and a 
timely message by guest speaker Rev. Lew Spell 
was enjoyed by all present on February 7. Adult 
Sunday School Class enjoyed a dinner outing to 
Rouse’s Restaurant, February 24. Youth are 
collecting pet supplies to benefit the local Animal 
Shelter. Long time member, Ms. Faye Bailey, 
passed away February 7.


Rivermont (John Morton) An Easter Lunch 
followed by an egg hunt is planned for Sunday, 
March 24 after morning worship. Men’s Fellowship 
meeting in February included a special invitation 
to the ladies of the church to attend for a 
“Valentine’s Day Celebration”. Church-wide 

Luncheon was enjoyed after morning worship on 
February 11. Teen Sunday School class 
volunteered at Mary’s Kitchen in Kinston, February 
18. They proceeded this day of volunteering by a 
church-wide food drive during the month of 
January. Monthly Fellowship luncheon and crafts 
was enjoyed Tuesday, February 20 at the church.


Rosewood (Tim Lipp) Youth Sunday was observed 
February 25, with Youth leading in morning 
worship. Church is participating in community 
Lenten Lunches, and hosted lunch on February 21. 
Church will be hosting students from Boston 
College and UVA the week of March 3-8, as the 
students spend their Spring Break working with 
Habitat for Humanity.


Sandy Bottom (Rick Mondell) Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering goal was exceeded. Baptist 
Men’s Day was observed January 28, followed by 
a fellowship meal. Valentine’s Banquet was held on 
February 14 with steaks and all the trimmings and 
was enjoyed by over 80 members, family and 
friends. Ladies’ Day will be observed on February 
25 followed by a covered dish meal. The monthly 
Super Senior 70+ Luncheon will be held on March 
5, with a good meal and fellowship. Spring revival 
is scheduled for March. 


Snow Hill First (Brick Crowder) Youth enjoyed  
Winter Jam on February 9. Children (and parents) 
enjoyed “Parents Night Out” at the church on 
Saturday, February 17. Parent/Child Dedication 
was observed February 18. All men of the 
surrounding area are invited to Beast Feast 2024, 
to be held at the church at 6-8PM on Saturday, 
March 23. This night will include a variety of wild 
game foods, fellowship, and there will be a short 
challenge to men to step up to be the man that 
God is calling you to be. Guest Speaker will be 
Bruton Sowers. Fathers and grandfathers are 
encouraged to bring their sons and grandsons with 
them to this event. To register, contact the church.


The Way (Carlos Peralta) Gaylon Pope & 
Sweetwater will be performing at the church on 
Saturday, May 11 at 6PM. The church is located at 
1205 Lynn Drive, Kinston. Seating is limited; a love 
offering will be taken. 




Church News, continued 2024 NBA Executive Board  
Meeting Dates 

Monday, April 8

Monday, June 10

Monday, September 9


Meetings are held at 6:00 PM at the NBA 
Office. 

All NBA Officers, Pastors & church ministry 
staff, as well as church representatives to the 
Association comprise the voting board. 

All other individual(s) interested in the missions 
& ministries of Neuse Baptist Association are 
invited to attend.


NBA Annual Meeting Date: 
Sunday, October 27


Time & Location to be Determined 

Each year, NBA Churches join together to provide Personal Care Bags for male migrant farm workers who 
travel from Mexico to work during the summer with Tull Hill Farms in Kinston. Along with the items listed 
below, we provide a Spanish Bible and tract. We’ve had a great response so far from churches willing to 
collect items for this project, and have updated the list below to indicate items still needed.


1. Choose an item from below that your church will collect or purchase 80 of.

2. Notify NBA of the item the church plans to collect.

3. Collect / purchase items and drop them off to NBA before Memorial Day.


HERE’S WHAT’S LEFT! 

• Chap Stick 

• Bags of Hard Candy

• Writing Tablet

• Ink Pens


• Gently-used Men’s 
long-sleeved button 
down shirts (please 
no jackets or 
sweaters) 

• NEW ADD: Gently-
used ball caps 

VOLUNTEERS to help assemble bags are also needed May 28-30! Please call Wendy!

Annual NBA Project: Men’s Personal Care Bags for Migrant Workers

Feeling Called to be a  
Bivocational Pastor? 

If so, you’re invited to a Breakfast Conference 
Saturday, March 16 at 9 AM 


at the NBA Office

Please register by March 13

Applications for the Russell & Joan Ault Scholarship of 
Neuse Baptist Association are now being accepted 
through April 1st. Current high school seniors and 

those pursuing college degrees (including advanced 
degrees) are encouraged to contact the NBA Office to 

request the link to the online application. Previous 
award recipients are eligible to reapply.

Trinity (Dave Fishman) Baptist Women’s Day was 
celebrated on February 18 with women leading in 
morning worship and a special testimony from 
Melissa Tart. The movie Fireproof was shown 
during Community Outreach at 6PM, also on	
February 18. Church will host an Easter Fun Day 
community outreach on March 16 at 11 AM, with 
the rain date of March 23. Baptist Men’s Day will 
be observed March 17, with special music as well 
as a father and son sharing testimonies. Church 
will participate in the community-wide Maundy 
Thursday Service on March 28, hosted by 
Emmaus, at 7PM.  On Easter Sunday, Son Rise 
Service is planned for 7AM with light refreshments 
afterward. 



Creeksville Baptist Church is seeking and praying 
for a man of God to be our full-time pastor. 
Creeksville is located in rural Northeastern North 
Carolina. We are a multi-generational community 
church with ministry opportunities for all ages. 
Our current average attendance for worship 
service is 90. Creeksville Baptist Church is 
affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention, 
Cooperative Missions, North Carolina Convention, 
and the Baptist Faith and Message 2000. We are 
requiring our next pastor to be Southern Baptist 
seminary trained. We are excited to grow our 
congregation and carry out Creeksville Baptist’s 
mission under the leadership of our next pastor. 

If you are being led by God, please apply to:

Creeksville Baptist Church

Pastor Search Committee

PO Box 6

Conway NC. 27820 

Emails accepted at 
creeksvillebaptistchurch@gmail.com


NCBAM (NC Baptist Aging Ministries) will be 
sponsoring an “Aging Well” Conference at the 
NCBAM Care Village at Kennedy Home 

on Thursday, March 14 from 10 AM until 2PM. 


This annual conference explores aging well 
spiritually, emotionally, and physically.


The cost to attend this session is $10, which 
includes lunch.


To register, visit ncbam.org/events or call:

877-506-2226.

For more information call Melanie Crawford at 800-395-5102 x 5596 or visit 
baptistsonmission.org/missionsconference

NC Ministry Opportunity 

To add Church Ministry openings / church 
staff employment opportunities, email the 
position exactly as it should be worded to 

wendy@nbachurches.com . 
The announcement will be placed in the 

newsletter for up to 3 months.

Week of Prayer for North American 
Missions 

March 3-10, 2024
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Coming in May: 
Church Vision Intensive

May 3-4

NBA Office / RTC


This is a specific and special time to pray and 
think through where your church is going over the 
next 5-8 years. Beginning Friday evening and 
running through Saturday, we will seek the Holy 
Spirit’s wisdom and discernment as we work 
through the crafting of your church’s Vision, 
Mission, Strategy, Values and Measures that will 
purposefully move you to accomplish what only 
God can accomplish through you over the coming 
years. Our time together will include teaching and 
equipping with tools which will be given to assist 
in working through these pieces. Teams will be 
given time to break away and work through the 
process on behalf of their church, and then come 
back together for a time of review. When you leave 
on Saturday, you will have a significant outline for 
your church that will simply need to be polished 
and enacted. Even better, the vision you leave with 
will be unique to your church, because your 
church is unique with its own personality, 
giftedness, and DNA.


Dinner on Friday & lunch on Saturday will be 
included.


What we ask of you:

1. Registration —


i. Must include both the Pastor and 
individual team members’ names.


ii. Registration deadline is April 19.

2. If you have a presentation-sized white board 

that can be utilized during the team break-out 
sessions, please let us know.


3. Your commitment to pray and seek the Lord’s 
guidance before, during, and following this 
intensive.


4. Your commitment to be here physically, 
mentally and spiritually.


This training time is made possible without a 
registration fee due to your generosity as we are 
On Mission together.


To register, email wendy@nbachurches.com or 
call the NBA Office: 252-566-9478.

Registration deadline is April 19. 

William Barclay wrote the following:

1. Prayer is not God doing things for us; prayer is 

God helping us to do things for ourselves.

2. Prayer does not change circumstances; prayer 

changes us.

3. Prayer is not escape; prayer is conquest.

4. Prayer is not so much talking to God as 

listening to God. Prayer is not so much telling 
God what we want Him to do as it is listening 
to see what He wants us to do.


As believers, we know the importance of prayer: 
communion with God. Through this, we 
acknowledge and praise God, become 
intercessors on the behalf of others, gain in 
wisdom and strength, as well as follow in the 
steps of Jesus. Prayer is a mighty weapon, source 
of comfort, and even a release. We encourage you 
to make it part of your daily routine.


We invite you to email prayer requests to 
prayer@nbachurches.com

Help Us Build This VBS List!  
We’re happy to add your church’s VBS dates — 
ever wondered when other churches have their 

VBS planned or if they’d be willing to share 
materials? 


• Rivermont — June 9-12

• Trinity — June 9-13

• Gateway — June 21-23
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We are looking forward to the next gathering of the 
Neuse Association of Baptist Seniors (NABS). We 
appreciate Trinity Missionary Baptist Church for 
agreeing to host our meeting which will be held on 
Thursday, May 16, beginning at 12:00. The church 
will also be preparing lunch for us for which 
everyone is requested to make a donation of $5. 
The church is located at 1086 NC 111, Goldsboro, 
27534. This is about 2.5 miles south of the 
Walmart in Elroy. Please let us know as soon as 
possible but no later than May 12 that you plan to 
attend. Senior Adult Leaders, please call Edwin 
Jewell at 919-344-9914.


Our guest speaker will be Beverly Weeks. As CEO 
of Wayne Pregnancy Center and Cry Freedom 
Missions, she leads a powerful team that Reaches, 
Rescues, and Restores survivors of sex trafficking. 
Through the jail and hotel outreaches, CFM is able 
to help survivors find safety at the Cry Freedom 
Missions Home and therapeutic healing from the 
past. 

We look forward to seeing you at Trinity on May 
16.

Edwin Jewell, NABS Coordinator

Baptist Children's Homes hosts its 
Saturday “Friends of Children” 
workdays (FOC) at its statewide 
locations in the spring and fall. 
Your church group will be able 

to directly impact BCH’s boys 
and girls while seeing the ministry 

firsthand. It’s the perfect way to make a 
difference within our North Carolina mission field. A 
free lunch is served, and tours are available.

Kennedy Home Friends of Children Day
Saturday, May 11 — 9:30 AM until Noon

All types of projects are available. It will be a great 
day of fellowship, work and food! We also ask 
individuals to prayer walk the campuses and pray 
for our children and staff throughout the day. This is 
an excellent opportunity to introduce others to the 
exciting work going on at Baptist Children’s Homes.

Click here to register, or visit:
https://www.bchfamily.org/friends-of-children

http://www.bchfamily.org
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March Birthdays 
Alex Ellis, Davis Grove — 01

Greg Kincaid, Neuse — 10


Jeff Russ, Cabin — 14

Carol Carter, Grainger Pastors Spouse — 21


Jim Willoughby, Emmaus — 22

Norm Davis, Retired Pastor — 23


Susan Dale, Mt. Nelson Pastors Spouse — 31


March Ministry Anniversaries 
Ron Varner, New Life — 12 years


Michael Lewis, Community — 6 years

Dave Fishman, Trinity — 3 years

Tim Lipp, Rosewood — 1 year

Designated Funds Balance YTD
Van Use Donations 150.00
Miscellaneous Donations 1000.00
Payments for Trainings 0.00
NCMO % Rebate 0.00
Handy Man Donations 0.00
Hunger Fund 300.00
Block Party Trailer Ministry 0.00

Total Des. Funds ‘24 1450.00

Rollover Funds
NCMO Rebate 6425.81
Hunger Fund 1.05
Misc. Donations Rollover 2221.10
BPT Rollover 482.63
Handy Man Donation Fund 7065.70
Vans Use Rollover 150.00

Total Rollover Funds 16346.29
Designated Funds Total 17796.29

Contributions from Churches, January 2024
Churches Jan 2024 FY 2024

Abide
Adamsville 150.00 150.00

Anointed Vision
Bethel
Cabin

Calvary, Golds
Casa del Dios 150.00 150.00

Community
Davis Grove

Deep Run First
Emmaus 970.28 970.28

Falling Creek 508.56 508.56
Fremont
Gateway 1200.00 1200.00

Goldsboro First 1000.00 1000.00
Grainger

Horeb
Immanuel 85.00 85.00

Jordan's Chapel
Kinston First

La Grange First
Love Memorial 581.82 581.82

Madison Avenue 852.00 852.00
Mount Nelson 17126.08 17126.08

Neuse 1397.04 1397.04
New Beginning

New Hope 1000.00 1000.00
New Life 131.00 131.00

Northview
Nueva Amanecer

Pikeville First
Pineview
Pinkney 350.78 350.78

Rivermont 595.85 595.85
Rosewood First 265.40 265.40

Sandy Bottom
Seven Springs 300.00 300.00
Snow Hill First 1112.10 1112.10

Spilman Memorial 200.00 200.00
The Way 250.00 250.00

Trinity
Union

Total CHURCHES 28225.91 28225.91
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April 
01 — Ault Scholarship Application Window Closes 
05-06 — NC Baptist Missions Conference, Charlotte 
08— NBA Executive Board Meeting 6PM; NBA Office 
11— Pastors Lunch Meeting, Noon @ NBA Office  
15 — Info due for MAY newsletter 
27 — Deacon Family Ministry Training, 9 AM - Noon,  
 NBA Office (No Lunch)

March 
01— Pastors/Spouses/Ministry Staff    
 Appreciation Banquet, 6PM @ NBA Office.  
 (RSVP Required) 
14 — Pastors Lunch Meeting, Noon @ NBA Office 
14 — NCBAM “Aging Well Conference”, Care Village @ 
 Kennedy Home, 10 AM - 2PM; $10; Includes  
 Lunch 
15 — Info due for APRIL newsletter 
16 — Breakfast Conference for Potential Bi-vocational  
 Pastors, 9 AM @ NBA Office 
18 — NBA Leadership Council Meeting,  
 Noon @ NBA Office 
29 — Good Friday, NBA Office CLOSED 
31 — Easter Sunday

Coming Up on the Calendar

May 
03-04 — Church Visioning Intensive @ NBA Office 
09— Pastors Lunch Meeting, Noon; NBA Office 
11 — Friends of Children Day @ Kennedy Home,  
 9AM until Noon 
12 — Mother’s Day 
13 — NBA Leadership Team Meeting, Noon; NBA Office 
15 — Items due for Summer newsletter 
16 — NABS Luncheon, Noon @ Trinity Baptist 
24 — Personal Care Items for Farm Workers Due 
27 — Memorial Day; NBA Office CLOSED 
28-30 — Assemble Personal Care Kits @ NBA Office

June 
03 — Projected Start Date for Spanish Worship @ Tull  
 Hill Farm, Kinston 
10 — NBA Executive Board Meeting, 6PM; 
 NBA Office 
13 — Pastor Lunch Meeting, Noon; NBA Office 
16 — Father’s Day 


